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— Abstract |
North Korea’s Energy Security: Policy and Prospect

Nam, Sung-wook, Ph. D.

Korea University

The serious difficulties of North Korean economy are the shortage
of grain and energy. The situation of electricity are worse than any
other energy supply since 1990s. Even though the North Korean
regime has made an effort to solve the problem, the result is not so
noticeably good. North Korean has carried the energy policy based
on the self-reliant principle during long time. The policy makes fully
use of own natural resources buried in the country, not rather than
the import of poor energy. The country has high percentage on the
use of coal and hydraulic generation among the energy supply.

On the end of 2003, the consumption of energy is composed of
coal 71.8 percent and water plant 18.2 percent. The generation of
energy comes from hydraulic 61.8 and thermal 38.2 percentage
respectively. The petroleum and coking coal that has not produced
in the country has depended on the aid of China and Soviet Union.
While North Korea has ostensibly argued the self-reliant policy of
energy supply, it has actually relied on the support of the countries.

The regime couldn’t elastically and sensitively respond the change
of energy supply, coming from the closed principle of the self-
reliant economy, and has suffered from the of energy shortage since
1990s. The energy security is being unstable, and will not be highly
improved in the near future without the drastic measure. The

followings are urgently required right now. First of all, North Korea
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has to increase the supply of energy with the help of the another
counties in the process of solving the nuclear weapon crisis. Next,
the regime has to build the thermal and hydraulic power plant with

financial support.




