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—1 Abstract |
Exploring the Peace Process before the Institutionalization

of Permanent Peace on the Korean Peninsula

For peaceful coexistence and permanent peace on the Korean
peninsula, South Korea has adopted multi-dimensional approach
combining peaceful and military means for peace. However, follow-
ing the reemergence of North Korean nuclear problem in 2002,
peace and stability on the Korean peninsula has been volatile. North
Korean nuclear program could translate unstable peace situation in-
to a crisis and war on the Korean peninsula. In the midst of North
Korean nuclear quagmire, which is created by North Korean highly
enriched uranium program, it is timely and significant to discuss
about peace and stability on the Korean peninsula. This study is de-
signed to explore peace measures to maintain peace and stability
before peace is consolidated on the Korean peninsula. Therefore,
the time scope of the study ranges from the present to conclusion
of the peace treaty.

The analysis consists of five parts. First part is devoted to analyti-

cal overview of peace process and peace measures. Each stage of




the peace process is defined by the degree of peace on the Korean
peninsula and each stage includes own peace measures. Second
one discusses inter-Korean measures for peace on the Korean
peninsula, which mobilize military and peaceful means. Third one
investigates measure for peace on the Korean peninsula, which can
be implemented by regional countries and international regimes for
nonproliferation of weapons of mass destruction. Fourth one sum-
marizes research findings and policy implications and discusses limi-
tation of the research.

The study y focuses on measures for peace until the peace treaty
is reached. It predicates on the two research premises. First of all,
The Korean peninsula is under the situation of unstable peace and
the peace process on the Korean peninsula includes two stages.
The first stage of peace process is aimed at preventing escalation of
unstable peace into a crisis and war and transforming unstable
peace into stable one as well. The second stage concerns the evolu-
tion of stable peace to permanent peace. In this vein, stable peace
can be achieved by conclusion of the peace treaty and permanent
peace attained by reunification.

The study elucidates two-fold nature of peace on the Korean
peninsula, which is demonstrated in the two aspects: objectives and
actor. In terms of objective, it is of importance that the current situa-
tion should not be escalated to a crisis and war. Such measures as
resolution of North Korean nuclear problem, deterrence, military
CBMs, structural arms control, and verification serve the objective.
On the other hand, the peace process is aimed at development of

unstable peace to permanent peace through stable peace. Unstable

peace can be institutionalized by the peace treaty. Concerned actors
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of peace process on the Korean peninsula are not confined to North
and South Korea, Neighboring countries including the United States,
China, Japan, and Russia have interests in and influence on peace
on the Korean peninsula. In other words, peace on the Korean
peninsula is closely related to peace on the region and international
regimes.

This study investigates the structure and nature of peace process.
Furthermore it presented various peace measures such as resolution
of nuclear problem, deterrence, military CBMs, arms control, region-
al security cooperation, and non-proliferation regime of WMD. It al-
so reveals shortcoming stemming from integrated and comprehen-
sive nature of the research. In-depth study of each peace measure

should be conducted in future.
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