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— Abstract |
The Peace Theory of East Asia Revisited:
Structure and Characteristic of its ‘World View’

The advent of the so-called post Cold War era in the late 20th
century made it sufficient to say that we could call out for an opti-
mistic anticipation and prospect about the Third Millenium. For dur-
ing the 20th century, the experience of two great wars and the peri-
od that followed subsequently has displayed latent antagonism and
conflict of a Cold War based on ideology.

However, recent events that have occurred in the beginning of
the 21st century, such as the terror attack of September 11 and
America’ s war on terrorism, have proved that antagonism, violence,

terrorism, and war are not the remains of the past. It has not only

brought about a negative reflection on human nature as “the de-
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scendants of Cain,” but has also, paradoxically, evoked our atten-
tion on the research of ‘peace.’

Under these circumstances, this paper aims to reexamine the
peace thoughts and its orientation in Confucianism(ffZk],
Buddhisml[{#%k], and Taoisml3&%%] which have constituted tradition-
al East Asian philosophy, and argue about its modern implications.

Apart from the fact that they all share in common the aspiration
for peace, what is the most distinct about each thought is that their
different world views did not ‘conflict’ and maintained the state of
‘coexistence’ and ‘harmony.” Although there had been trenchant
antagonism and conflict surrounding the philosophical world, this
did not reach a level in which one denied the existence of other,
thereby implying that they shared a sort of ‘toleration” and ‘inclu-
siveness.” This gives out a strong implication to our present day in
which people talk of the ‘clash of civilizations.’

For example, in Confucianism, which is considered to be the
most influential thought in East Asia, ‘great harmony’ [CK[A]] was re-
garded as an ideological utopian society. But it could not exist in re-
al world. Therefore Confucian kingdoms have shunned violence
and war as they made a mutual relationship such as ‘loyalty to the
great country’ [E5 K] and ‘care for the small country’ [F/)N] in accor-
dance with the difference in power. We can interpretate it as a real-
istic peace theory.

Unlike mainstream Confucianism, Taoism or Lao Zhang
Philosophy [Z#HEEHE] designed a harmonious world based on the
‘Dao’ [{E]. They regarded the qualities of water, such as softness
and modesty, to be important virtues. In international politics, they

proposed ‘small kingdom and little people’ VNBIZE K as their ideal




country. For that reason, they proposed that ‘arms and soldiers
should not be necessary even if they exist,” and ‘they should be
treated like they were in a funeral.’

On the other hand, Buddhism is rooted in the nonviolent and pa-
cific philosophy based on the conception of dependent
origination[f4&i], compassion[Z47E], charityl#tf], KarmalZ] and
reincarnation[## 78], etc.. Thus, we easily find the paragraphs which
harshly scold violence and war in the Buddhist scriptures.

Since Western culture has become known to the East after the
19th century, and more recently, owing to the hard pressure of
modernization and Westernization, the tendency towards peace in
East Asian thoughts have not been fairly evaluated. However, the re-
cent realization of the limits embedded in Western modernity shed
new light to East Asian thoughts. On observing recent international
disputes and wars, we can find some implication in the Confucian
maxim in ‘loyalty to great country and care for small country.’

Additionally, from the perspective of East Asian thoughts, a world
view based on strong religion of a omnipotent monotheism has a
innate tendency towards confrontation and conflict, because its ex-
clusive character does not approve other gods. We can hardly find
toleration and inclusiveness here. Similarly, when they encounter a
world similar to their view, it is almost impossible to avoid antago-
nistic confrontation.

In this globalized society, we cannot ignore the fact of ‘multira-
cial, multireligious, multicultural society’. The excessive obstinacy
and blind attachment to the monotheism seem to be outdated. To
live harmoniously with others, we need to have mutual understand-

ing and care. We have to admit the existence of diverse religion and
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culture. Tt is at this point that we can find the modern implication of

the tendency towards peace in East Asian thoughts.
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