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—1 Abstract |
Internet Election Campaign and Legal Regulations in Korea

Kim, Yong-cheol (Chonnam National University)

The Internet becomes an important tool in carrying out election
campaigns in Korea. Though the Internet enables candidates to
provide a large volume of political information for citizens as well
as two-way communications between candidates and citizens, it has
produced serious side effects such as dissemination of false reports
or defaming candidates. To prevent the side effects, legal
regulations were introduced. However, the regulations have been
faced with public resistance. Civic groups argue that the state-led
regulation - ‘real name’ system of the e-bulletin board - should be
repealed.

This paper aims to examine the state-led regulations, including
the real name system of the e-bulletin board, in terms of improving
democracy. Though the real name system can decrease the side
effects resulting from anonymity, it is likely to reduce not only issue
diversity but also number of participants on the e-bulletin. In
addition, the state-led regulation is not a good alternative, mainly
because it implies Owellian ‘big brother.” This paper suggests that
online regulations should be introduced through policy
coordinations between actors concerned, minimizing the role of the

state.




